
Hearingthe Call
In theearly1980s,when the Pub was the campus social center and
~BrownEyedGirl" the most-played song on the jukebox, Paul Cohen '83
p;asknown to many. Long dark hair parted in the middle, a $2.50

~itcherof Budweiser in hand, the religious studies major started his
areer tending bar, worked up to night manager, then served as Pub
eneral manager his senior year, 1982-83.

More than two decades later, he occupies a far different world.
air cut short and topped with a yarmulke, standing behind a lectern
his flowingwHit(prayer shaw!), Paul is a steadying presence leading

,ongregantsat Temple Jeremiah, a Reform Jewish synagogue in
orthfield, Ill.

"I had a reallypositive experience growing up with religion in my
Lome,with temple, youth group, and summer camp," says Paul, 44, who
IaSraised in Evanston, Ill. "Our family was theologically very liberal, but
,bservantin its fashion. We attended services, celebrated the holidays,
nd my parents were very involved in temple leadership and study - they

~t a good example for us."
TempleJeremiah's head rabbi entered Grinnell as a potential

biology major, thinking he'd attend medical school. "But when we
started cutting things open, I didn't like that so much." He pursued
botany and spent more time in religious studies and philosophy. His
mentors included Professor of Religious Studies Harold Kasimow ("a
wonderful teacher and human being who exuded a calm, spiritually
connected presence"), Coach Ray Obermiller (Paul ran cross country),
and Professor of Russian John Mohan, as well as Jack Worley, Lenore
Durkee, and Ken Christiansen, from the philosophy and biology
departments.

After graduation, Paul helped a friend move to Minneapolis and
ended up staying for two years, working in a residential treatment
program for delinquent adolescents. But the rabbinate was always at the
back of his mind, and he went through the application and interview
process for Hebrew Union College's Jewish Institute of Religion. At age
25, Paul began studies at the school's Jerusalem campus.

After serving synagogues in Virginia and Maine, Paul and his wife
Cathy, an early childhood teacher, and their two boys and two girls,
ages 7 to 13, returned to suburban Chicago, where Paul leads Temple




